Revolutionary War
“America cultivates
best what Germany
brought forth”

-Benjamin Franklin

German-Americans

P

erhaps the most well-known
German to support the Patriot
cause was Friedrich Wilhelm von
Steuben from Prussia, who served
under George Washington as
inspector general.

Presented by the Los Angeles Turners, Inc.
with the German-American League of Los Angeles
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The first Germans in America arrived in 1683.
Setting sail in July, a group of 13 families left the town (now a city) of
Krefeld in the Rhineland. In October they arrived to join William Penn in a
new land where freedom of worship would thrive.

General von Steuben is credited
with training the Continental Army
at Valley Forge, and he later wrote
the first drill manual for the United
States Army.
Ethnic Germans served on both sides
of the American Revolutionary War.
Many supported the Loyalist cause
and served as allies of Great Britain,
whose King George III was also the
Elector of Hanover. Other Germans
came to assist the rebelling American
patriots, but most of the Germans
who were patriots were colonists.
On 25 May 1776, the Second
Continental Congress authorized
the 8th Maryland Regiment (aka the
German Regiment) to be formed
as part of the Continental Army.
Unlike most continental line
units, it drew from multiple states,
comprising
eight
companies: four from Maryland
and four from Pennsylvania.
Nicholas Haussegger, a Major
under General Anthony Wayne,
was commissioned as the Colonel.

These intrepid pioneers are considered to be the first group to emigrate and
were the original settlers of Germantown, PA.
The ship itself - “Concord” - was commemorated by both German and U. S.
Postal Services with a stamp. The Tricentennial Foundation further commemorated this event with a Pennsylvanian German Folk art style envelope.

Frederick Muhlenberg of Pennsylvania, a former Lutheran minister and a member
of the most prominent German family in America, was elected the first Speaker of
the United States House of Representatives. A jolly fellow famous for his oyster suppers, Muhlenberg had considerable experience as a presiding officer; he had served
a stint as president of the Continental Congress and had presided over the state
convention called to ratify the Constitution in 1787. With President George Washington coming from the South and Vice President John Adams hailing from New
England, Muhlenberg’s selection provided a nice geographic balance for the new
government’s start. Muhlenberg is pictured in the act of signing House Bill 65, “An
Act to regulate Trade and Intercourse with the Indian Tribes,” which he did on July
20, 1790.

John Adams hoped the German
Regiment would free “natives of
the country who were needed for
Agriculture, Manufactures, and
Commerce.”
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The “Forty-Eighters”
T

The Civil War
S

he uprisings of 1848–49 in
the German states, which
began with the “Märzrevolution”,
were initially part of various
conflicts that broke out in many
European countries in 1848.

entiment among German Americans was
largely anti-slavery, especially among
Forty-Eighters. Notable Forty-Eighter
Hermann Raster wrote passionately against
slavery and was very pro-Lincoln. Raster
published anti-slavery pamphlets and was
the editor of the most influential German
language newspaper in America at the time.
He helped secure the votes of GermanAmericans across the United States for
Abraham Lincoln.

The middle-class elements were
committed to liberal principles,
while the working class sought
radical improvements to their
working and living conditions.
As the middle class and working class components of the
Revolution split, the conservative
Aristocracy defeated it.
Liberals were forced into exile
to escape political persecution.
Many of those “Forty-Eighters”
immigrated to the United States,
settling from Wisconsin to Texas.
“The Germania”, Painting by Philipp Veit, 1848

1848

H

undreds of thousands of GermanAmericans volunteered to fight for
the Union in the American Civil War
(1861–1865). The Germans were the largest
immigrant group to participate in the Civil
War; over 176,000 U.S. soldiers were born
in Germany. A popular Union commander
among Germans, Major General Franz Sigel
was the highest-ranking German officer in
the Union Army.

1861

The largest flow of German immigration to America occurred
between 1820 and World War I, during which time nearly six
million Germans immigrated to the United States.

T

he German-American League was founded in February 1905.
The Turnverein Germania, today known as Los Angeles Turners, initiated a Stadtverband in the greater Los Angeles area with
the following participants: Los Angeles Lodge #12 of the Hermann
Söhne, Los Angeles Schwaben Verein, Turnverein Germania,
Deutsche Frauen Unterstuetzungs Gesellschaft von Los Angeles,
Maenner Gesangverein Fidelia, Court Germania Foresters, Sachsen
Verein, Plattdeutscher Verein, and Stamm #252 of the Rotmaenner.

The German American League or “Deutsch-Amerikanischer
Verband” founded in 1905, promotes unity and friendship,
advances instruction of the German language within our
school systems and serves as a coordinator for the members’
activities throughout the German-American community of
greater Los Angeles.

Theater in Hindenburg Park, Meeting
place for the German Community
until 1957.

FOUNDED 1848

Henry Villard,(who became an American
journalist and financier who was an early
president of the Northern Pacific Railway.
Villard acquired the New York Evening Post
and The Nation, and established the predecessor of General Electric. He was the first
benefactor of the University of Oregon, and
contributed to other universities, churches,
hospitals, and orphanages).
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Nearly half of all Turners fought in the Civil
War, mostly on the Union side, and a
special group served as bodyguards for
President Lincoln. The picture left shows a
drum from the Civil War, courtesy of the
American Turners.

German Day was established throughout the United States to
celebrate the first 13 families that arrived in the United States
on October 6th, 1683 after 74 days at sea. The first German Day in
Los Angeles was held on October 8th 1905 with a parade of Club
members and floats on Main and Spring streets in Los Angeles,
ending at “Chutes Park”. In 1907, German Day lasted two days,
October 6th and 7th, and 40,000 people attended.

I
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n February 1931, the delegates decided to incorporate under the
Name “Deutsch-Amerikanischer Verband von Los Angeles, Inc.”

The Los Angeles Turners’ Logo: Promoting

“A Sound Mind in a Sound Body”
as the Motto of the Turners Organizations.

n 1859, only 9 years after California became a US
state, and Los Angeles’ population was under 2,000,
Germans founded their first singing society in LA.
In 1871 they merged with the athletic Turner society
to form the Turnverein Germania. Turnen is the German word for gymnastics and Friedrich Ludwig Jahn,
founder of the Turners movement, invented several
olympicdisciplines like floor exercises, standing rings,
parallel bars and vaulting horse. The 48ers brought the
Turner idea and the liberal views to the US where the
movement flourished. Turners were Lincoln’s bodyguards, and it was the Turners, who brought physical
education (PE) to schools all over the US, including
Los Angeles.
Los Angeles Turners (Turnverein Germania)
enjoying life in the 1920’s

A

Beethoven Fest was held on June 7th ’53 at Hindenburg Park
with an unveiling of the bust, which is located today in front
of the Alpine Village Restaurant in Torrance.

1905...2015 1871...2017
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n February 1957 the county of LA purchased Hindenburg Park,
an “Abschieds Fest” picnic was held there on May 5th, 1957.

tarting in 1968 the Maifests and German Days were held at
Alpine Village. For the years 1974 to 1983, he GAL owned and
operated the German House, including restaurant, bar, meeting
rooms and ballroom, called the “Heimathaus”. In February 1983
the house was leased to Dutch-American Enterprises, and finally
sold to Alpine Village.

n 1905 Turners co-founded the German American League (DAV) to coordinate the efforts of the
German community in Los Angeles, where they are
still active today. Not only physical education, but also
cultural enrichment are a part of the Turners’ fabric.

Turner Class of 1926

I
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o this day the German-American League and its associated
clubs continue to celebrate the annual Maifest, German Day,
and German-American Day. The DAV strives to uphold their
German Traditions in song, folk dances and the German Language
in their associated German Schools.

The DAV Board Then...

T

hroughout the 20th century the Los Angeles
Turners promoted their motto “A Sound Mind
in a Sound Body” as well as German Culture to their
fellow Angelenos. After owning several Turnhallen and buildings thoughout Los Angeles, the most
famous is probably the Turners Hofbräu, which was
located where the new Convention Center is standing
today, the Turners obtained a building in Westchester.
The LA Turner Center is located just minutes from
LAX and sports a sprung gym floor, which proves to be
excellent for dancing as well. In 2016 the LA Turners,
a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization, sold the Center
and are currently focused on helping people in need
as well as promoting the History of Germans in Los
Angeles and California.

n 1987 President Reagan of the United States proclaimed October 6th German-American Day in the United States.

Turners
®

I

Park was bought in June 1934 in La Crescenta and called Hindenburg Park. The first picnic held there was on May 5, 1935,
the official Maifest of the German-American League. From then
on Easter celebrations, Maifests and German Days were held at the
park with an average of 3,000 to 4,000 persons in attendance. In
April 1939 Hindenburg Park was renamed into “La Crescenta Picnic Grounds”. German Day 1947 had 3017 in paid attendance. In
October the GAL made the final payment on the mortgage for the
Hindenburg Park.

A

Turner societies in the United States
were first organized during the mid-19th
century so German American immigrants
could visit with one another and become
involved in social and sports activities.
The American Turners were founded in
Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1848. Other
Societies followed in subsequent years all
over the United States.

The Los Angeles Turners

A

lthough only one in four Germans fought in all-German regiments, they
created the public image of the German soldier. Pennsylvania fielded five
German regiments, New York eleven, and Ohio six.

From 1840 to 1880, they were the largest group of immigrants.
Following the Revolutions of 1848 in the German states, a wave of
mostly liberal political refugees fled to America, who became known
as Forty-Eighters. They were professionals, journalists, and politicians. Prominent Forty-Eighters included:
Carl Schurz (Carl Christian Schurz / March 2,
1829 – May 14, 1906), who was a German revolutionary, American statesman and
reformer, U.S. Minister to Spain, Union
Army General in the American Civil War,
U.S. Senator, and Secretary of the Interior.
He was also an accomplished journalist,
newspaper editor and orator, who in 1869
became the first German-born American
elected to the United States Senate.

German American League

...and Now (110 years later)
The Board of Directors 2015
Front (l-r):

Carole Kulzer Brennan - Corporate Secretary (LATurners)
Ellen Neu - Honorary President (German South Bay Club)
Theresa Volland - President (Stamm 252)
Back (l-r):

Alexander Hast - 1st Vice President (LA Turners)
Susan Navarro - 2nd Vice President (GASA)
Erika Ross - retired Secretary (Austrian American Club)
Fred Volland - Property Manager (D’Oberlandler)

The Los Angeles Turners have been
promoting “A Sound Mind in a Sound
Body” in LA for almost 150 years!

The Member Clubs of the German American League 2015
Alemannia Music Foundation
Alpine Village
Austrian-American Club
Damenchor Frohsinn
Donauschwäbische Vereinigung
German-American Club of Santa Monica
German-American Mardi Gras Association
German-American School Association
German Crusaders
German South Bay Club

G.T.E.V. D’Oberlandler
Huntington Beach Old World Sports Club
Kolping Society
Los Angeles Schwabenverein
Los Angeles Soccer Club
Los Angeles Stamm #252
Los Angeles Turners
Music Foundation of Hollywood
Phoenix Club
Tiroler & Bayern Zither Club

The Turner Principles - 1871 Charter of the LA Turners
We believe in:

Liberty against all oppression - Tolerance against all fanaticism
Reason against all superstition - Justice against all exploitation
Free speech, a free press, free assembly for the discussion of all questions so men and women may think
unfettered and order their lives by the dictates of conscience, which we strive to attain through a sound
mind in a sound body. We endorse every effort to equalize conditions in our economic life to abolish class
distinctions and maintain all human rights. We believe every human being should be accorded every
opportunity to secure for him or herself by mental and physical labor a dignified and decent livelihood.
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1800’s / WWI / WWII
Los Angeles Turners
Pictures documenting
Los Angeles History

A

bout 12 Million immigrants - many
came from Germany - flooded the US
between 1850 and 1900 to find freedom and
pursue their dreams in the New World.
Germans from all walks of life began a new
chapter using their skills to make a living and
serve their community.

D

uring World War I (1914–18), the Justice Department attempted to prepare
a list of all German aliens, counting approximately 480,000 of them, more than 4,000 of
whom were imprisoned in 1917–18.

Reunification: October 3, 1990

History and Fall
of the Berlin Wall
1961 - 1989

On November 9, 1989, as the economic conditions in Eastern Europe forced the governments
to succumb to reality, many citizens of the GDR had been protesting in peaceful “Montagsdemonstrationen” or “Monday demonstrations” since September 1989 in different cities all
over the GDR. On that day, East Berlin’s Communist Party announced that starting at midnight, citizens of the GDR were free to cross the borders. Berliners from East and West gathered at the wall, drinking beer and champagne and chanting “Tor auf!” (“Open the gate!”).
At midnight, they flooded through the checkpoints.

The allegations included spying for Germany,
or endorsing the German war effort. In Collinsville, Illinois, German-born Robert Prager
was dragged from jail as a suspected spy and
lynched.

More than two million people from East Berlin visited West Berlin that weekend to participate in a celebration that was labeled by one journalist, “the greatest street party in the
history of the world.” People used hammers to knock away chunks of the wall and became
known as “Mauerspechte.” Berlin was to be united for the first time since 1945.
The reunification of East and West Germany was made official on October 3, 1990, almost
one year after the fall of the Berlin Wall.

A Minnesota minister was tarred and feathered when he was overheard praying in German with a dying woman.

1900’s

On August 15, 1961, the 19 year old Volkspolizist
(Policeman) Conrad Schumann jumped to
freedom right before the Wall was closed.

S

imilar sentiments during WWII kept the
German Americans under pressure. The
German speaking communities in the US
had to change their traditions and assimilate.
The response of German Americans during
these times was often to “Americanize” names
(e.g., Schmidt to Smith, Müller to Miller) and
limit the use of the German language in public places, especially churches.

Officially, the GDR claimed that the wall was erected to protect its population from fascist elements conspiring to
prevent the “will of the people” in building a socialist state in East Germany.
In practice, the Wall served to prevent the massive emigration and defection that marked East Germany and the
communist Eastern Bloc during the post-World War II period.

The Berlin Wall
Built: August 13, 1961
Length of the border around West Berlin: 96 miles
Border between East and West Berlin: 27 miles
Border between West Berlin and the GDR: 69.5 miles
Concrete elements of the Wall, Hight 11.8’: 65.8 miles
Number of Watchtowers: 302
Number of Bunkers: 20
People killed at the Wall: at least 100
People wounded by gunshots: about 200

Internment camps like Tuna Cañon in the
Los Angeles area housed Germans, Japanese
and Italians during WWII.

G

ermans fleeing from the Nazis came to
the US and enriched the cultural and
scientific scene. Scientists like Albert Einstein, actors and directors like Peter Lorre,
Marlene Dietrich, Fritz Lang, Billy Wilder,
are just a few examples.

LA Turners were competing in the Olympic Games
from 1920 to 1964. The Picture above is from 1956.

Not Turners, at least to our
knowledge, but Germans:
Albert Einstein (left) fled
Germany from the Nazis
and Wernher von Braun
(right) took over the US
Space program after serving
the Nazis as rocket scientist.

A

fter WWII Wernher von Braun and other leading scientists were brought from
Germany to the US to lead the Apollo Space
Program that put the first American on the
Moon.

The Berlin Wall (Berliner Mauer) was constructed by the German Democratic Republic (East Germany) starting
on August 13, 1961, and completely cut off West Berlin from surrounding East Germany and from East Berlin. The
barrier included guard towers placed along large concrete walls, which circumscribed a wide area (later known as
the “death strip” or “Todesstreifen”.) The only way to reach Berlin was by plane.

The Wall fell: November 9, 1989

“Ich bin ein Berliner!”
“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”
US politicians were fascinated by
Berlin’s status and supported the city
with visits and passionate speeches.
On June 26, 1963, President
John F. Kennedy visits Berlin,
reaffirming US support for this
outpost of freedom with his famous
“Ich bin ein Berliner!”
(“I am a Berliner!”) speech.

1990 - 2015

US President John F. Kennedy gave his famous “Ich bin ein Berliner!” (I
am a Berliner!) speech on June 26, 1963.(© picture-alliance/dpa)

President Ronald Reagan delivers a speech in front of Berlin’s iconic
Brandenburg Gate on June 12, 1987, in which he memorably demands:
“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”

On November 9th,
1989,
Mikhail
Gorbachev
did.
1990 - 2015
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